
Stages of Faith

Sl:::tce4 mast ~pproPrQtdy t3=s form iD young ~dulthood (but let w
=r:mba lh2t =r ildulado not amstroct it ~nriflut fan signiDcmt
groupit~rmlr iDtht:mid-tbirtiesorForties).This si2geis=hd
by ol daubJ~dcvdopment The sdf, ~ sust:zincdiDits idmtity
md bith eompositionshr 1111 iDterr==l cide of signi5ant oth=, .
nowdmzu = idmb"tTD(J longa dcEnaJbr the =positc of O1l~SroJer
or ~ to othcn. To susbin thllt new idaru·ty it compa= z
IDCilninemme COlJSCiousof its own boundllrierIIJld inner a:mn~dions
znd zw.m: of itsdf:zs z N~ rio;w.N Self (idenb·ty)md outlook (world
oicw)== dilkrr:nti:ltcdfrom t1x= of othen md '=ame .d:nawledged
beam in the rc:rcb-OM,intespretiltions.nd judgments one DUX"," on the
.ctions of the self md oth=. It exp= ib intuitionsof coherencein
:m ultimilte t:nrironmmt in t=ns 01 Olnaplieit f}'Jtcm of tr";:mingl.
S~ 4 typiaJly tr:msbtes symbols into am=ptu=I11lc:rninp. This is 11

"demyth%gU:iug"sbee.It isJikdr to OlttcndmininWly ttJ unronscious
bctDn inB~ ia fud/:rl'enamd bebill'iar.

Sgge 4'S =d:mt strength Jus w do with ia C:l~citT for cril:ial
rded:ion on kkntity(s¥f) md 01lt.b:JJ: (ideology). Ia dangas iJlh= in
ia strrngthr :m =·ve amlidmce in th~ CO/UCow mind Olndin
cnOcJ1thooghtiUld. J:indof =nd lIiIrcisrismin wEnCh the DOWdezrJy

"

.

The Psychology of HU11Ut1l DeYelopment
tJnd the Quest for Metming
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In Sl:ilgeJ Synthebe-Conventian;r1 f.lith, i/ p=or/s aperfence of the
World now af=ds bqood the bmily. It number of spheres demand
zttention: hmily, school O!' I>Or1;.~ ~t soa~ty:md (Dedi:z,:znd
perhllp$ religion. Fllith must provide a cobcrCllt on'enl:iltionin the midst
of that more rompler md diYCnCQrJgCof involvements. Fllith must
synthesize Y2lues i/nd inroaniltion; 11 mlJSi provide a b:isis for idcnb'ty
Olndoutlook.

Stage J typi~b:zs its ~ and =d:zncy in :zdoJescenee.but lor miUlY
IIdo/ts it becomes _ pcnn_ncnt pkce of eqUl7ibn·um.It structures the
wtimlltt: cnvironlllCllt in interpersoml terms. Its imOlgcsof unifying
~ue:znd pawa derive From the CIt=on of qu:zliber apedenccd in
p=cn:zlle1:ztionships. It is ol NconrormistNstlge i11the sense th.:itit is
OlcuteJytuned to the expeeQoons IInd ;udgments of signi6C1/nt oth=

Sf;;lgc-2 Mythic-Liknl f.1ith is th~ sblgf: in which the penon begins to
t:Jlc on for him- or heneJF the stories. beliefs and ohserv:rncr:stlut
symbolize bdancillg to his or kr community. BeJids arc approp,uit:d
with lil:=1 inlapretzbans. lIS ur:monI ruks :md atbWda. Symbols are
bJ:= ilS one-aimenskuW /Inri liteal in meaning. In this soge the rise
of ~ opcnHons hds to the curbing :lnd oroainc of the previous
~'s in~ci=b·vr=composing of the world. The episodic qI.Qlityof
intuitiYe-Proiecbove hith gr"va Iv.lY to a mOtr final, llilFT4""vr::ronstroc·
bOn of coherence jnd maning. Story b=ma the =jor =y of giving
unity and Y.illuc to ezpci= 7his is thi:kith stageof the sdlOoi chl1d
(though we' SDmdima find the stroctures damiMnl m adokcents and
in adults). M;uk~by im:r-=cd Jectlr.JCY in taking the pcrrpcctiw: of
otha pcrsotU. those in Sage :z comfXlSCa wodd bzoi on recip=l
himess and· m immmeni justice lRsed on rroprocily. The acton in
their cosmic stories are anthropomorphic. 17rey an be affected d.xp/y
=d poweduDy bysymboliC.iUld da~tic matcmls ;lnd em dr:scnDcin
=dkss/y dcuikd n:untivr: wlutlus occum:d. 1711:)' do nol, however.
step back from the Row 01 stoner to rormuMe rd/ecb·Yf:. conceptu::J/
mC<lnings.Fpr this sbge the maning is both GmaJ and "trapped" in
the f1af'Qtivr=.

me new Gpacityor strength in this stage is the rise 01 nif'Qtiveand
the t:magaJce 01 story, dr.zm:land myth;u ~p of finding and giving
cohaencr to apc7i:no:. _ .

TIre Jimibtions of Jit=lncss znd IIU~i'IC rdiznce upon n:cfpn»
1fT as a principle for oonstruetinc an u/tim;lte environment an =It
either in an overcontrolJing. stilto:! perfectiOnism or "wor.b Tightcou-
ncss" or in 'thdr apposite. i/n abasing s~e of b:1dn= t:mbnced because
of mis/rQtm=t. nq:kd or the zpp2rent dishl'OFof signiDGnt others.

It bctor inilUting f1:;lnsiiionto ~bgc J is the implicit dzh or con.~dJe-
tions in stories that It:2ds to rd/cetion on me:ming:. The !r.ltIS1tionto
forrruI opa:ltioru1 tfiaught milXe$ such reRection possible zmllleces:s:uy.
Previous/itenlism brcabdown; new "cognitiYr:conceit" (El1i11fJ)hds
lD disillusionment with prCl'ious teachen i/nd te:lchin~ CooRieu be-
tw=J authonbave stoner (Genesis on cration YCT.lUf CKJ!utiorulYthe-
ory) must Ix: ha:d Tbe CI1~C of mu/ulll int~ ~.Ye
blh'rrg ("/ see you sering me; I see me 3Syou see me; / ~ you :COl}g
me =iJg you.") crates the na:d far a more p=t:J/l.iI/rcbtionshlp WIth
the unifying power of the oltinute eNvironmeNt
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bounded, rd1«tive £df ova=imibks "dity" ~mJIht:P=JXCb'vr::;'"
othen into it!! Olm warJdm:w.

Rc£t!= with the £df.im;;ge£:md OI1tlooJ:=intJint;tf by S~ * th~
~troI1re:1dyfor tnnnlion 5nd£him- orhcndf ~ttending to wh:tttn:1y
fed file ;;n:lrchic~nd dmurbing inner 1'Okc:r. Elements from:l dUJdish
p;;st, itmtgcs md energiesfrom :Idcc~ fdf, :II1J3wing= 01 the
£tcnJity:lndjf;;tn= "I tha mc:mington~SC11'C1-:Inyor:lD01th= l1I:Iy
ng,,3/ re:ujin= lor romdhing new;Stones, symho!s,myth$ ~nd p:ID-
doxa Iram onc'sown orother tnditioM m:/yimist 011 ~J;jnc in upon
thc nc:;tn= 01 thc prevloos/:;I~n,Disi11u£ionmentwith ones =pro-
1ll';'CS 3nti rt=!IJIlitiontn:lt life 4 more wmpla th:rnStlge 4'1lccr"cof
dc:rr disb"m::tions:lnd "h.rtnll:ti:rmc::plsem comprehend. preu anc
tQlViud. more di".f«tiCilI.nti mll1tiJeYdai.ppfC3ch to fife b'uth.

Stage 5 Conjunctive (3ith ilJllolvcsthe intqrabtm into J md outlool
of much that W3S£upim:=d or unrCCCl]1JizcJin the intc:res{ of Sage
4's sdl--eerfjinty and CCinsdouscagnitive and zifcctivc ;;wptltion to
raJily. This stage develops;; "sr:rondnatrctc" (Ricocur) in which sym--
holic power is reunitaI Wl~hCCI1lcej)w:lImc:minp. Here there must:Jso
bl:::I ncw «duming and mvorling of one's past. 17Jere must k m

opening to thl::roicO"of one's "&cpcr £d[" Imporbntly. this involves
:I cn"tiCl!r=gI1ition of one's =izluncr:mscious_thc myths. idt:31im-
ages:IDd prejudices b/JJltd~ply into the self-system by virtue of one's
nurture within a particular =illckss. rdi/ioUS'ir;uiiti"on, I::thnicgroup
or the liie..

Unu=u bcfort mid-hie, StJgc 5 !mows the sa=mmt of ddeat :lnd the
re;;Ifly of Jrre=hk commitm<:nts :lnd ~cts.J¥h .••t thl::pfClious stage
strogg/cd to dan1y. in tenns of the oound.:mes of;df 3nd outlooK, this' I

mge now m..xes porous:md pa71Je3b!e.AliVe to paradox ;;nd the truth
in app:1rcnt COfItr.lWCtions,this stlge slrive£ to unify opposites in mind
and experience It gcncn1tcr ;nd mainlainf vu!nCr.tbllity to thc stemgc
truths of th= who ;re "other." Ready for doscnCSJ to thilt which is
diJfacnt and thrt:3tcning to sdf and ~tlooI: (induwng ncw depths of
expen'cna: in spln"tu2h'tyand rdigious rcvcbtion), this sbgc's comml"t_
ment to jusb"ce is!r=f h:oai the confines of ink, cbss, rdigious com.
mUfIl'ty or 1Mbtm, And with !hI::seriousness th;;t can :lcie when Iile is
more th;;n half over, thif stage is rt:3dy to spCfld .md he-spent lor thc
cause of coMerV1ngapd cu!Hvating !hI::possihi!ity of oth=' gcncnbng
idenb?y and me;;ning.

The ncw s/Icngth of this stage comes in the dSI::of the irenic rm:1gf~_
tion:ls-:J Clpacity tosee and he inane's orones group's most poWl::rfuI
mc:znings. while simu!tlncous/y rcrocnizing /hat they :Irere!ative, p:1r.
ti.! and incYitlh/y distartinl :lPPrc!JCflSlOnSof tr.lnsccndcnt rc:zlity. Its
danger h"esin the direction of:1 par:llyzing p:lzjYity or rnacbon, giving
dsc to ct:mlpJ:lccncyor cynic! withdraW31,due to fa pIlr.ldaxicaJunder.
standrng of troth,

St3gc 5 em appred:l~e symha4 myths :lnd nm;;!s (its aim";;nd others;
because it has been 'grzpcd, In some masure, by the depth of rei/ity
fo which they rcIcr. It also_ the dr'visi'!1Jsof the human f.unify Yivid/y
hcc:auscit has been :1pprehcntiaI by the pas:rhi/ity (...nd impcr;;tivc) of
/1nindusivc communityolbcrng; But this stzge «m:nm dr'vided It Iiyes
3nd:lea bdwcen :Ill unlr.lnsl=cd ~d md 3 tnnsforming vis/on /1nd
Joya!b"es,In some few =cs this divisiOnyidds to thc caDof the r.ldical
:lC~/izabon /ht WI::ca// Sbge 6.

\ "
kin&- Stage> re:maill$pa.r:adoxial~r divided. however, beca=: th~ ~df is
caught betw«n these uni~izing al'prihen.siorn :and the n~ to!,r~:vc
ib own being and wdJ·being. Or be:cawe it i~deeply invested l~ m:amtaml.ng
the :ambiguow order of a .socioeconomic system. the altematlv:s to which
scc::mmorc:unjust or destructive than it is. In this situation of p:ar:aooxStag=
S mWI:act and not be po.r:llyu;d.But Stage 5 acts out 01conflicting loyalties,
Its readin= to spend and be spent finds limits in ib loyalty to the present
order, to its institutions, groups and eompra:nise procedurcs. Sta~e 5'S pe1"c~
tions of justice outrClch its rCldin= to :;:acnficethe sell and to ns\: the partl<ll
justice of the present order for the :sob:of:a mo,e inclusive justice and the
rCllization of 10=

The tramitiOll to Stage 6 involva 'In overcomillg of this par:dox through
;; moral and =tic actualization of the universalizing apprehensions. Heed-.
Ies.l:of the threats to self. to primary groups, and to the institution~l ~~nge.
menu of the present order th:it arc involved, Stage 6 ~mc:sa .dlSClplmed,
activist: inC4mation-a making ral and tanglble-of the lmper:tlvc:s of abso-
lute love and iwtieo: of which Sbge 5 Iw partial apprehension:" The ~lf at
Stage6 engage in spending and being spent for ~e tr:ansfonnation of present
re:ality in the direction of a l:n.nsccndent actua],ty,. . ,

P~ru br::rtdc:scribedby Stage 6 typiaUy ahiblt qU41Ihe$th~t £h.a\:eour
=1 criteria of normalcy, Their hcedlcs>n= to ~If-preservahon and the
. 'd cs>of their t3.steand 10:1for muuccndent mOr:lland religious aetu:llity

~: ~cir :aetiorumd wt),ds an amordinar: :andoften ullpredictable qu<lli:r'
In their devotion to univ=Iizing comp=on they m:ayOff~lld?ur pa.'ochl:al
pel"C'C?tion'lof justice. In their penetration through the obsesaon WIth sur-
vival .security, ~nd rigniliC2T1cethey threaten our meaSll.r~ standa~ds of
. htcoumes.l::/nd gocdn= :andprudenec. Their enlarged YlSlon.of umver••1

:mmullity disclose the partialn= of our tribes :andp~ud.o...-p~ei= A~d their
le:adership iniml:ives, often involving str:ltog;"" of no,:,,,,olenl suffenng :alld
ultlma'fe-rcspcct'oor being, eorutitute alfrollu to Out uro'll notiof1$of rele-
vance. It is little Wonder that penorn best described by Stage 6 so frcquelltly
ba:cm~ ll:.~rtyr:;ror the visioru they inamate.26

Beforl:: commenting on the passage! I have just offered from Lif~-
Maps let me sh.1re another effort to i1escnne the shape of Stage 6, th,1S
time from a mQrc r=nt writing. This Wl1l serve as our summary In
adv;mee:

Sbg<: 6 is aceedingly rare. The Jl=Ons best d=~ by it h:/v~ g~ner:atc:J
bith compositioru in wbieh their felt sense 01 an ultimate enVl:onment IS
indUlive of an being. They have become incamato~ :and aduallZCrs of the
spirit of .an indusive and fulli1ledbuman community, . .

They:arc:"contagious" in thesc:n~ that tbey erete zonc:sof hberahon from

the social. politid, economic and ideo~~1 shacoo _ p-lacean~ CllduTe'
On hum:an futurity, Living ""th Feltpo.rticip:ationin:a power that umlies :and
transforms the world, Univers:alizcrsare often experienced o..siIlbve~ive, c.fthe
structures (including rcligious structures) by which we sust.ain~r m~du:al
:and alrporate surviY.ll sceurity :andsignificmce. M:any persons m th •• stage
die:at the hands of those whom they hope to change. Unive=1izcrs arc often
more bOllored :and ,evered after dt::lth than dunng their lives. The rare
persons who m:aybe described by this stag~ have :aspecial g:r:aceth:at !m-ka
them seem more lucid. more simple, and yd.somehow more fully hum:an than
the rest of us. Their eommunity is unive=l in extent P:a.rticubritic:s :arc
cherished beau.~ they a,e v=cls of the universal. ~rld thereby v::a1U4bleap;;rt
from ~ny uhlit:arian consider:ltions. Ufe isboth loved and held to loosely.Such
persons arc:,cady ror fellow'lhip with pelSOnsat any of the other stages and
from :anyother f:aith tra.dition.u

"-,. ---_.,- ... "-"
In order to eh:ar:duizc Sbge 6 we ned to f= more sharply on the
di:alecti(:l[or pandoxiC:l1 ft::lnm:'Iof Sbge S f.lith. Sbge 5 CUI~ injwtieo:
in ~h:ilply =teho:d t=~ because it hs bcc:n :apprehended by an enb~
awatel'1= of the dem:anw of jll$tie.: and their implic3tiolU, It an rec:ogni2.e
partial trutlu and their lilpib.tiolU be<;:;useit 1m been apprehended by a more:
comprehensive viiion of truth, It C:lTl appreciate and ~eri'Ih $)'Ulbols.myt;h.$
:and rituah in new depth b.=use it h:u been apptehciuied in sollie m==
by the depth of rCllity to which the lJ'mbols rder and whicli they mediate.
it~:s the mclurel and diviiiOTfl;of the hurmn Wnily with vivid pain because
it h:u been apprehended by the possibility of an inclwive commonwe:zlth of
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